Introduction to Algebra

2008-2009 School Year

Teacher: Ms. Diane Cauble
Email: caubledf@rss.k12.nc.us
School phone: 704-636-1221, ext. 117

After-school help: Mondays or Thursdays 2:40 to 3:15 p.m., or Fridays by appointment. Please check with me during class the day before or the day you plan on staying, in case of a schedule change.
Course Overview

Intro to Algebra is a semester long course of the first half of Algebra I.  Students who successfully complete Intro to Algebra will take semester long Algebra IB to complete the Algebra I course requirement.  After successfully completing Algebra IB, students must take the Algebra I EOC and score III or IV to complete the NC graduation requirement for Algebra.

The most successful students are those who take responsibility for their own progress.  You are expected to complete your homework, be prepared for class, take good notes, and work with a study partner or group, working toward mastery of the North Carolina Standard Course of Study for Introduction to Algebra.
Among the algebraic concepts that we will study are: variables and expressions, properties, rational numbers and their operations, equations and inequalities, ratios, proportions, graphing  linear functions and inequalities, and different forms of writing an equation.  Students will use graphic, algebraic, numeric, tabular, and verbal representations of relations and functions along the way.  Emphasis will be placed on practical applications (word problems) and modeling.  Appropriate technology, from manipulatives to calculators to Activboard and software, will be used regularly for instruction and assessment.

Materials Needed Everyday:

Notebook (either a 3-ring binder, spiral, or composition book)

Dividers (or a way to divide a spiral or composition notebook)
Pencils

3 x 5 index cards (keep about 10 available each day)

Graph paper (¼” or 5 cm grids—light blue grids)

Graphing calculator, TI-84 (not required but recommended for home use)

Textbook (Glencoe Algebra I) and accompanying workbooks 

Also needed: 

4-pack of AAA batteries or $1.00 to help buy batteries

Straightedge (ruler), compass, and protractor for home use

To be Successful in this course:

1) Complete daily assignments.

2) Take clear and concise notes. 

3) Study daily.  This includes reading the textbook and studying the book’s examples.
4) Ask questions to clarify difficulties.

5) Be in class and on time.

6) If absent, it is your responsibility to check with the teacher after class for missed assignments.

Classroom Expectations:

1) Students are to be in their seats before the tardy bell rings.

2) Students are prepared each day with necessary materials, listed on first page.

3) Students are to complete all assignments in pencil.  Place your name, date, and page number on the first page.

4) Students are to remain seated unless otherwise directed.

5) Students are to use appropriate language and limit conversations to mathematics and the tools we use.

6) Students are to keep the room, desks, etc. clean.  Bring only those materials you need for math class.  Keep the areas between desks clear.  No food or gum in the classroom.  Drinks will be allowed provided the drinks have a twist cap on the bottle.

7) Students are to treat everyone with respect and consideration.

8) Personal cell phones and other electronics MUST be turned off and out of sight.  If taken from students, parents/guardians must pick up the device in the school office.

Consequences:

1) Warning

2) 2) Student-teacher conference

3) Friday After-school detention

4) Referral to administration

**Parent/guardian contact may occur during any of these steps.

Classroom Procedures:
Upon entering the room, check for warm-up exercises (which may include reviewing for quizzes or tests), have required materials ready, and work quietly on the warm-up assignment.  As the class progresses, you will be given other instructions and activities—be time-efficient during transitions.  Use your class time to help you make sense of the mathematics.  Do not work on another subject during math class.  REMEMBER: All work must be completed in pencil!

HOMEWORK:
Homework is an important part of any math class and will be assigned almost every day—this includes weekends.  We will check homework on a regular basis—whether handing it in, checking it in class, or the teacher checking for completeness—at the beginning of class.  LATE HOMEWORK WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.  Remember to use pencil. 

You will have at least one workbook for the semester.  You are expected to work all the problems in the sections we study by the end of the semester.  These will be checked regularly.

ATTENDANCE/MAKE-UP WORK:

Regular attendance is necessary to be successful in mathematics.  If you are absent or know that you will be absent, see me after class for the assignment.  The make-up assignment may or may not be the same that the class was given.  Refer to the Code of Conduct for the time line for making up work.   
Grades:

Your quarterly average will consist of classwork, homework, class participation, quizzes, tests, and a possible project, using the following percents:
Classwork, homework, participation: averaged and counted 30 % of grade

Quizzes: averaged and counted 30% of grade

Tests and project: averaged and counted 40% of grade

A: 93-100

B: 85-92

C: 77-84

D: 70-76

F: below 70

Remember the school’s attendance policy for good attendance: no absences—2 points added to your quarter grade; one absence—1 point added to your quarter grade.

I look forward to working with you and your parents/guardians toward the successful completion of this course.  Please sign below and return to Ms. Cauble.

Diane Cauble, Math Teacher

Salisbury High School
2008-2009 I have read the Intro to Algebra information sheet and will work toward the successful completion of the course.

Student Signature: ___________________________________________ Date: ______

Parent Signature: ___________________________________________ Date: _______
